
CAL FIRE  
Predictive Services Sacramento 

 Summer 2018 

 
 

2018  SUMMARY 



CAL FIRE 2018 SUMMER PRESENTATION 

 
•  2017 Fire Season/

Recap 

•  2017-2018 Winter 

•  Summer 2018 
Outlook 



2017 FIRE SEASON RECAP 

California's Carrizo Plain National Monument “super bloom” 2017 
Center – Grass and oaks in Kern County 



 National Synopsis - June through July: 
▪ Above normal significant fire potential will 
continue across the southern Southwest 
and expand into Texas and southern 
Nevada.  
Above normal potential will also develop in 
northwestern Nevada and northeastern 
California as well as the fine fuel areas of 
southern California. An area of above 
normal potential will develop in Florida.  
▪ Significant fire potential will remain 
normal across the remainder of the U.S.  
 

This Fire Season: 
•  Increased grass crop in the lower elevations 

means early and large grass fires 
•  Increased fuel loading in the foothills from 

grasses, dead brush and dead trees will 
increase the number and size of fires 

•  Higher elevation fire season will start late due 
to snow load. Once fuels dry, fire activity will 
significantly increase 

 
 



YEARS OF DROUGHT 

High  “ dead to live fuels “ ratio and it is increasing 

•  Tree mortality will 
still be an issue in 
2017 and beyond 

•  It takes about three 
years for a tree to 
die. We still have 2+ 
more years of dying 
trees.  



2017 NOTABLE FIRES 

Northern California Wildland Fires October 2017  



LEADING UP TO THE NIGHT OF OCTOBER 8TH 2017 



LEADING UP TO THE NIGHT OF OCTOBER 8TH 2017 



FIRE ACTIVITY OCTOBER 8, 2018  



NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRES SUMMARY OCTOBER 2017 



OCTOBER FIRES 



ORANGE COUNTY, CANYON 2 FIRE, OCTOBER 9, 2017 



DECEMBER 2017 CONDITIONS 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRES DECEMBER 2017 



THOMAS FIRE 2017 



LARGER DECEMBER 2017 FIRES 



2017 YEAR END 



2018 SUMMER OUTLOOK 
•  Rainfall slightly below average 

•  Wet March 

•  Snowpack, first part of year low amounts follow by a late march snowpack and  then warm 
rains and warm temperatures 

•  Healthy  grass crop 

•  Large dead fuel loading from drought years 



2017/2018 RAINFALL 



HEAVY FUEL LOADING 



2018 SEASONAL OUTLOOK 



QUESTIONS? 


