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Roadmap…	  
	  
•  Public	  Policy	  Research	  Center	  
•  Context	  matters	  –	  a	  brief	  story	  from	  the	  

field	  
•  Public	  policy	  and	  politics	  –	  reactions	  and	  

some	  theory	  
•  USFS/Idaho	  Dept.	  of	  Lands	  wildfire	  

project	  (Stephen	  Miller)	  
•  Breakout	  discussion	  and	  questions	  

Eric	  Lindquist,	  Ph.D.,	  Director,	  	  
Public	  Policy	  Research	  Center	  



Public	  Policy	  Research	  Center	  
	  
•  Social	  and	  policy	  science	  component	  for	  larger	  

projects	  –	  broader	  impacts.	  
	  
•  Wildfire	  research,	  post	  fire	  erosion,	  risk	  

perception,	  WUI	  in	  the	  Treasure	  Valley.	  

•  Urban	  flooding,	  water	  resources	  management	  

•  Post	  Sendai	  disaster	  risk	  reduction	  

•  Nanotechnology	  and	  emerging	  technologies	  

•  Stakeholder	  engagement	  and	  science	  –	  policy	  
nexus	  
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Public	  Policy	  Process	  (reactions	  to	  Tuesday)	  
	  
•  Context	  matters	  –	  from	  end	  users	  to	  Congress.	  

•  Problem	  and	  solution	  definition	  –	  define	  the	  
problem	  or	  define	  the	  solution?	  

•  Dynamic	  changes	  on	  the	  ground	  –	  dynamic	  policy	  
changes	  (elections,	  extreme	  events).	  

•  Politics	  of	  science	  –	  under	  scrutiny	  like	  never	  
before,	  need	  to	  justify	  research	  and	  funding.	  

•  Anticipatory	  policy	  making	  (market)	  versus	  
reactive	  –	  Zika	  virus,	  climate	  change.	  	  
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USFS/Idaho	  Dept.	  of	  Lands	  Wildfire	  project	  	  

•  3	  year	  project,	  U	  of	  I	  Dept.	  of	  Bioregional	  
Planning	  and	  Law	  School,	  Boise	  State	  PPRC.	  	  

•  Statewide	  survey	  of	  public	  risk	  perception.	  
•  Establish	  legal	  baseline:	  	  200	  ci1es	  and	  44	  coun1es	  

regarding	  exis1ng	  regulatory	  and	  non-‐regulatory	  
approaches	  to	  wildfire	  planning	  

•  In-‐depth	  interviews	  regarding	  place-‐specific	  
approaches	  to	  figh1ng	  wildfire	  

•  Best	  prac1ces	  for	  land	  use	  planning	  in	  the	  WUI	  
(regulatory	  and	  non-‐regulatory)	  throughout	  the	  
West	  

•  DraF	  wildfire	  risk	  planning	  guide	  for	  IDL	  
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Challenges	  and	  questions	  

•  Working	  with	  social	  scientists	  and	  stakeholders	  –	  
easier	  than	  you	  think	  (and	  cheaper).	  

•  Who	  are	  your	  stakeholders?	  What	  is	  your	  market?	  

•  What	  is	  the	  value	  of	  low	  latency	  and	  real	  time	  
data?	  To	  whom	  does	  this	  even	  have	  value?	  

•  Capacity	  building	  for	  end	  users	  or	  PIs?	  (Both?)	  	  

•  “If	  only	  they	  (policy	  makers)	  understood	  our	  
science…”	  Maybe	  scientists	  should	  understand	  
the	  policy	  process.	  
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Breakout	  session	  prompts	  

•  Socioeconomic	  impacts	  primer	  –	  response,	  
utility,	  questions?	  

•  Communicating	  science	  –	  success,	  failure,	  why	  
bother?	  

•  What	  is	  your	  30	  second	  elevator	  speech?	  

•  What	  is	  the	  value	  of	  low	  latency	  and	  real	  time	  
data?	  

•  Capacity	  building	  for	  end	  users	  or	  PIs?	  (Both)	  	  
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